
The Home Sunday Worship Supplement 

Third Sunday of Easter, 26th April 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

It has been encouraging to receive 

feedback on your experiences with 

the Home Worship material. 

Particularly encouraging was 

photos of prayer spaces set up in 

response to the Easter morning 

suggestion to create a prayer space 

full of greenery and flowers. As 

well as showcasing the creativity 

with which God has blessed us, it 

also helps a sense of connection. 

 

Over the next few weeks, I invite 

others to email me a photograph of 

your ‘at home prayer space’ (as 

created by you, or perhaps it’s a 

special spot in the garden) so that I can share them with you all.  Today, 

we feature the prayer space that Sue set up in her home. 

 

Today’s psalm and epistle readings provide an answer to the 

question, “How should we respond?” after acknowledging Jesus’ 

crucifixion and resurrection.  

 

By the way, if in the weeks to come you should require a fresh copy of 

the Sunday Morning Home Worship booklet, please email me. 

 

Christ is risen. [Alleluia.] 

Rev Clyde 

 



2 
 

Psalm 116.1-4, 11-18 
1 I love the Lord, because he heard my voice: 

the voice of my supplication; 
2 Because he inclined his ear to me: 

in the day that I called to him. 
3 The cords of death encompassed me, 

the snares of the grave took hold on me: 

I was in anguish and sorrow. 
4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

‘O Lord, I beseech you, deliver me!’ 
11 How shall I repay the Lord: 

for all his benefits to me? 
12 I will take up the cup of salvation: 

and call upon the name of the Lord. 
13 I will pay my vows to the Lord: 

in the presence of all his people. 
14 Grievous in the sight of the Lord: 

is the death of his faithful ones. 
15 O Lord, I am your servant, 

your servant and the child of your handmaid: 

you have unloosed my bonds. 
16 I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving: 

and call upon the name of the Lord. 
17 I will pay my vows to 

the Lord: 

in the presence of all 

his people, 
18 In the courts of the 

house of the Lord: 

even in your midst, 

O Jerusalem. Praise the 

Lord. 
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Acts 2:14a; 36-41  
 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live 

in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to 

what I say. 36 ‘Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God 

has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 

Messiah.’ 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the 

heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, 

what shall we do?’ 38 Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, 

every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and 

for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will 

call.’ 40 With many other words he warned them; and he 

pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.’ 41 Those who accepted his message were 

baptised, and about three thousand were added to their 

number that day. 
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Reflection on Acts 2:14a, 36-42 
 

I remember when HMAS Toowoomba was 

returning from a six-month deployment to 

the North Arabian Gulf that I thought it 

necessary to counsel sailors about being 

careful how they re-entered the lives of their 

spouse/partner and children.  After coping 

without the dad or mum for so long, their 

family would be different people. Children 

would have grown, and spouses would have 

developed autonomy and new abilities, 

processes and rules for management of the 

household.  Naval households are considerably disrupted by such 

long deployments.  

 

We too are experiencing considerable disruption through the 

necessity to socially isolate to avoid contraction and spreading of the 

COVID-19 virus.  None of us would have dreamt that we would not 

be able to gather to worship in our church buildings.  I have no doubt 

that we will be different people when we come back together again.   

 

But this is not the first time that our lives have been disrupted and 

resulted in changes to our way of thinking and acting.  Peter’s speech, 

recorded in Acts 2:14a, 36-42, expresses some of the disruption and 

change that arises from acknowledging that ‘… God has made him 

(Jesus) both Lord and Messiah …’ (v.36) 

 

During his ministry on earth, Jesus had challenged people who were 

more interested in earthly power than in God’s kingdom. He was 

crucified by those who saw him as a threat to their power and did not 

want to acknowledge him as Lord and Messiah. 
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People have always had a desire for power, whether to feel successful 

in life or to feel in control. This can lead us to withhold parts of our 

lives from Jesus. But in v.38, Peter calls us to, "Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your 

sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   

 

To welcome Jesus into our lives is to welcome disruption in all parts 

of our lives, to let our own need for power and control be crucified so 

that we may receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and replace the self-

centred desires with the fruit of the Spirit.   

 

Jane Herring, author and ordained Presbyterian pastor, points out that 

the word for ‘repent’, metanoia, can be used to mean ‘gaining new 

understanding’ – a willingness to see in a new way, a better way that 

is God’s way. And to be baptized is to be released from sin - to 

become a new person.  

 

To repent, accept Jesus as Messiah and Lord, and be baptized as one 

of Jesus’ followers is a life changing decision. Are you experiencing 

these disruptions and changes? 

 

Collect 

O God, 

your Son made himself known to his disciples 

in the breaking of bread: 

open the eyes of our faith, 

that we may see him in his redeeming work; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Next weeks Home Supplement will be Sunday 3rd May 2020 – 

Fourth Sunday of Easter.  

Keep an eye on your email from Thursday. 
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