
Home Study, Wednesday 5th August 2020 
 

Pray: that the Holy Spirit will enlighten your mind and give you 

understanding as you study God’s word.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will help 

you to discern and hear any special message that God has for you this day. 

 

Our passage for today is the account of 

how Abraham’s great-grandson Joseph 

is sold into slavery by his jealous 

brothers. But God ultimately uses 

Joseph’s experience for good.  

 

The complete story of how God forms 

his people - transforming twelve 

brothers into the twelve tribes of Israel - 

is recorded in Chapters 37 through to 

50 of Genesis.  Through these 12 

brothers and the 12 tribes, God’s 

covenant with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob will be fulfilled. 

 

As we examine the beginning of this 

story, we might wonder how such a dysfunctional, and hate filled family 

might be unified to become the seed from which God’s people comes into 

being.  God creates a people with whom he will always be present - the 

people that he will eventually lead into a land of peace and prosperity. 

 

Joseph’s story testifies to God’s faithfulness; in particular, his faithfulness 

to his promise made to Abraham.  The story begins with Joseph dreaming 

of greatness (vv.5-11). 

 

1. Have you seen dreams come true in your life? If so, in what ways? 

 

Read Genesis 37.1-4 

1 Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land 

of Canaan. 2 This is the story of the family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his 

brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's 
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wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now 

Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was 

the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4 But 

when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.  NRSV 

 

2. What do these verses reveal about Jacob's character and Joseph's 

character? 

 

The verses indicate that this was a very dysfunctional family.  Jacob, the 

father had a favourite child, Joseph, whom he spoilt greatly.  He had little if 

any regard for the impact of this upon his other children. 

 

Joseph appeared to relish his father’s special treatment and paraded the 

special gift of the richly ornamented robe in front of his brothers.  We also 

see Joseph ‘dobbing’ on his brothers – giving his father a bad report about 

them.  Perhaps it is not surprising that his brothers began to seethe with 

jealousy and spite.  

 

3. Can you relate to the brothers’ experience?  How do you think you 

would have responded if you were one of Joseph’s brothers? 

 

The response from Joseph’s brothers was extreme.  They began to scheme 

to murder! 

 

Read Gen 37:12-28 

12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. 13 

And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at 

Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." He answered, "Here I am." 14 

So he said to him, "Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the 

flock; and bring word back to me." So he sent him from the valley of 

Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, 15 and a man found him wandering in the fields; the 

man asked him, "What are you seeking?" 16 "I am seeking my brothers," 

he said; "tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock." 17 The man 

said, "They have gone away, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.'" 

So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw 
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him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to 

kill him. 19 They said to one another, "Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come 

now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say 

that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of 

his dreams." 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their 

hands, saying, "Let us not take his life." 22 Reuben said to them, "Shed no 

blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on 

him" — that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his 

father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his 

robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24 and they took him and 

threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

25 Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of 

Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, 

and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his 

brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for 

he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers agreed. 28 When some 

Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, 

and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took 

Joseph to Egypt.  NRSV 

 

Joseph had been beaten and left for dead in a dried up well. Then he was 

sold into slavery - sold to travelling merchants who took him to Egypt.  

The brothers thought this would be the end of the story – Joseph would 

never be seen again.   

 

 Life for some can be brutal! 

 

4. How would you feel if you were Joseph? 

 

Perhaps, like Joseph, you have experienced rejection, exclusion, 

mistreatment, injustice …  Perhaps you have had occasions when you have 

felt empty and alone.  At such times you may feel that you have fallen into 

an ‘abyss’ – a deep dark place where security, love and acceptance seem to 

be lacking.   For some people experiences of, abuse, abandonment, 

betrayal, enslavement, or the death of a child can open up an ’abyss’.   
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5. Have you ever been in a situation, an ‘abyss’, that causes you to 

wonder, “Where is God in life’s cruelty?”   

 

6. How might your experience relate to Joseph’s situation? 

 

7. Where is faith when we feel forsaken and forgotten? 

 

God eventually unified the brothers to become his people - the descendants 

of whom God used to bring about his means for reconciliation and 

establishment of peace between people and God.  The need for unity and 

peace among the members of the churches is a recurring theme in the New 

Testament. 

 

8. How does Judah show himself the leader among his brothers in this 

chapter, even though he was only the fourth oldest? (Reuben was 

the oldest.) 

 

9. From their words and actions in this passage, how would you 

describe the motives of both Reuben and Judah? 

 

10. What does this passage teach us about jealousy? 

 

11. In the area of family relationships, what would you say are the best 

lessons to learn from this passage? 

 

Whilst God brought unity among the brothers, cruelty, jealousy and spite 

are still very much a part of the fallen world in which we live (even among 

some members of the church). 

 

12. In the face of cruelty, how do you continue to believe in God’s 

dream of unity for us all? 

 

Pray: Faithful God, help me to know your presence in all situations, 

particularly the ‘abysses’ of life. Even within our tendency to exclude and 

oppress, reconcile us into a single human family, and keep our hope in 

Jesus alive. Amen. 


