
The Home Sunday Worship Supplement 
17th Sunday after Pentecost, 27th September 2020 

This week we welcome Reverend Clyde and Linda back from 

their well-deserved and long awaited break from parish duties 

and various other church work that Rectors do.  

Currently we are studying the book of Matthew in our 

Wednesday service as well as the home supplement sheets that 

go out to some of our parishioners and of course those that have 

the internet. As Sunday services are currently suspended, there is 

plenty of room in Holy Trinity if you wish to attend our 

Wednesday service and enjoy fellowship and a cuppa afterwards 

at Elk on 38. 

Synod has once again commenced and our representatives travel 

to Tweed Heads for a couple of days. Once Clyde has returned 

from Synod, and gets into the swing of things, he along with the 

wardens begin work on the amalgamation between Macksville 

and Nambucca Heads. 

Again the Parish Council 

wishes to express their 

gratitude to all those 

parishioners who have 

continued their tithing 

whilst our Sunday 

services are suspended 

due to the corona virus. 

Dave Jones 



Psalm 78:1-4, 11-16 
 

1 Give heed to my teaching, O my people: 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth; 
2 For I will open my mouth in a parable: 

and expound the mysteries of 

former times. 
3 What we have heard and known: 

what our forebears have told us, 
4 We will not hide from their 

children, 

but declare to a generation yet 

to come: 

the praiseworthy acts of the 

Lord, 

his mighty and wonderful 

works.  
11 For he did marvellous things 

in the sight of their ancestors: 

in the land of Egypt, in the country of Zoan. 
12 He divided the sea and let them pass through: 

he made the waters stand up in a heap. 
13 In the daytime he led them with a cloud: 

and all night long with the light of fire. 
14 He cleft rocks in the wilderness: 

and gave them drink in abundance 

as from springs of water. 
15 He brought streams out of the rock: 

and caused the waters to flow down like rivers. 
16 But for all this they sinned yet more against him: 

and rebelled against the Most High in the desert. 
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Matthew 21:23-32 
 

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the 

chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. ‘By what 

authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who gave you 

this authority?’ 24 Jesus replied, ‘I will also ask you one question. If 

you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these 

things. 25 John’s baptism – where did it come from? Was it from 

heaven, or of human origin?’ They discussed it among themselves 

and said, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will ask, “Then why didn’t 

you believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin” – we are 

afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.’ 27 So 

they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ Then he said, ‘Neither will I 

tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28 ‘What do you 

think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and 

said, “Son, go and work today in the vineyard.” 29 ‘“I will not,” he 

answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 30 ‘Then the father 

went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, 

sir,” but he did not go. 31 ‘Which of the two did what his father 

wanted?’ ‘The first,’ they answered. Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 

God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of 

righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent 

and believe him. 
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Reflection on Matthew 21:23-32 
By David Jones 

 

 
 

Jesus continues to talk in parables when talking to the Chief  

Priests and the Elders of the people when they confronted him 

and asked. “by what authority are you doing these things, and 

who gave you the authority?” (v23). Jesus said to them. “I will 

also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 

tell you by what authority I do these things. “Did the baptism of 

John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” (vv24 25). 

They argued among themselves trying to decide which answer 

they would use, to say John’s baptism was from heaven, Jesus 

would say why did you not believe him and if they answered 

from human origin, they were afraid of the crowd as John was 

regarded as a prophet, and answered Jesus “We do not know”.  

And he said to them. “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things.” 
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Jesus knew where their questions were going, and by asking 

them a question, put the priests and elders on the back foot so to 

speak.  

 

Usually it is widely regarded as impolite to answer a question 

with a question, however in this case Jesus turned the tables on 

them by answering their question with a question, to which they 

could not answer and they were caught out.  

 

It could be said that, because you are in authority, it doesn’t 

mean you have all the answers to everything, therefore it might 

pay you to do your homework before trying to catch someone 

out.  

 

 

Collect 
 

Grant, O merciful God, 

that your people may have that mind that was in Christ Jesus, 

who emptied himself, and took the form of a servant, 

and in humility became obedient even to death. 

For you have highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 

Jesus Christ, the Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, in everlasting glory. Amen. 
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Come, let us 
return to the 
Lord, that we 

may live before 
him.  

Hosea 6.1a, 2b 
 

 

 

NOTICES 
Christmas Bowl 

Donations are being accepted for Christmas Bowl this year. The best way 

to send donations would be direct deposit, with reference as “Christmas 

Bowl” so we know to mark it suitably. If you need the bank details again, 

please contact us.  

 

Church Online 

Perhaps you are missing live church on a Sunday morning and would like 

to tap into a church service being streamed via the internet? If so, click on 

the following link to see which Anglican Churches are live streaming or 

recording services. https://www.graftondiocese.org.au/ministry/ministry-

resources/online-church/ 

 

Cathedral Livestream Service   

Impressive, professional-quality live-streaming equipment 

has just been installed in Grafton Cathedral – so you might 

like to check out the new look Sunday service being 

livestreamed each Sunday at 9 am.  Go to:  

https://www.graftoncathedral.org.au/virtual-cathedral 

 

https://www.graftondiocese.org.au/ministry/ministry-resources/online-church/
https://www.graftondiocese.org.au/ministry/ministry-resources/online-church/
https://www.graftoncathedral.org.au/virtual-cathedral?fbclid=IwAR0DcCfEhb2MKJ-aDtlLm9xN6PuhM8LADOF0aJUg6jTOkBkJ6D3RTdi-GkU


7 
 

 
The next Home Supplement 

Sunday 4th Oct – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  
Keep an eye on your email on Thursday. 

 

 

My Notes and Reflection for this week… 
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TREES THAT WAIT FOR BIRDS 
God of patience, we thank you for birds that sit quietly in branches 

And wonder what we humans are doing down below. 

May they keep their business to themselves. 

May we learn their lesson of stillness, 

Of oneness with trees and the earth. 

May we hold others as branches hold birds. 

Just like the story of St Kevin and the blackbird. 

May we reach out  

Until the people we hold are ready to fly off on their own 

And leave us to wait for the next person you send. 

Teach us how to love as your son taught us 

From a tree. 

Amen. 

 

Michael McGirr 

 


