
The Home Sunday Worship Supplement 
16th Sunday after Pentecost, 20th September 2020 

 

In our Wednesday Service this week we took time to reflect on 

Matthew chapter 6 which connects with the season of spring. It 

speaks of God's creativity displayed in 

nature, how we are valued by God and 

encouraged to leave our worries with 

Him, and the attention God pays to 

the details of our lives. 

"Therefore, I tell you, do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat or 

drink; or about your body, what you 

will wear. Is not life more important than 

food, and the body more important than 

clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they 

do not sow or reap or store away in 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 

more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single 

hour to his life? 

And why do you worry about 

clothes? See how the lilies of the 

field grow. They do not labour or 

spin. Yet I tell you that not even 

Solomon in all his splendour was 

dressed like one of these... Therefore, 

do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about itself. 

Each day has enough trouble of its own."              Blessings, Sue 



Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
1 O give thanks to the Lord and call 

upon his name: 

tell among the peoples what 

things he has done. 
2 Sing to him, O sing praises: 

and be telling of all his 

marvellous works. 
3 Exult in his holy name: 

and let those that seek the Lord 

be joyful in heart. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength: 

O seek his face continually. 
5 Call to mind what wonders he has done: 

his marvellous acts, and the judgements of his mouth, 
6 O seed of Abraham his servant: 

O children of Jacob his chosen one. 
37 He brought Israel out with silver and with gold: 

and not one among their tribes was seen to stumble. 
38 Egypt was glad at their going: 

for dread of Israel had fallen upon them. 
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering: 

and fire to lighten the night. 
40 The people asked, and he brought them quails: 

and satisfied them with the bread from heaven. 
41 He opened a rock, so that the waters gushed: 

and ran in the parched land like a river. 
42 For he had remembered his holy word: 

that he gave to Abraham his servant. 
43 So he led out his people with rejoicing: 

his chosen ones with shouts of joy; 
44 He gave them the land of the nations: 

and they took possession of the fruit 

for which other peoples had toiled, 
45 So that they might keep his statutes: 

and faithfully obey his laws. O praise the Lord. 
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Matthew 20:1-16 
1 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a 

denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 ‘About nine in the 

morning he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing 

nothing. 4 He told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will 

pay you whatever is right.” 5 So they went. ‘He went out again about noon 

and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the 

afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked 

them, “Why have you been standing here all day long doing 

nothing?” 7 ‘“Because no one has hired us,” they answered. ‘He said to 

them, “You also go and work in my vineyard.” 8 ‘When evening came, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, “Call the workers and pay them 

their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the 

first.” 9 ‘The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and 

each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they 

expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a 

denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 

landowner. 12 “These who were hired last worked only one hour,” they 

said, “and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the work and the heat of the day.” 13 ‘But he answered one of them, “I am 

not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired 

last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with 

my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16 ‘So the 

last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 
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Reflection on Matthew 19: 16-28, 20:1-16 
By Sue Noble 

Please read Matthew 19:16-28 (in your Bible) in addition to today's printed 

reading. Sue has referred to this in today's reflection. 

What is fairness? If you have parented children, you may say it is not 

giving the SAME to each child but giving each child what they 

NEED. As Australians we have always prided ourselves on giving ‘a 

fair go’ to all. It has long been regarded as part of our culture and 

identity 

Our reading today gives us Jesus’ perspective on fairness as it relates 

to salvation and entry into His kingdom.  In his teaching, he drew 

people’s attention away from the idea of equal portioning, to the 

nature of the Giver; a perhaps perplexing, yet immensely generous 

God.   

At the end of the preceding chapter (Matthew 19) Jesus spoke to ‘the 

rich young man’ and then linked this conversation to teaching on 

salvation and the kingdom of God through the parable of the 

vineyard. His theme in both cases is ‘the first will be last and the last 

first’. There is tension in the conversation with the rich young man as 

there is in the parable of the vineyard as characters grapple with the 

questions ‘who is most entitled to the kingdom of God?’ and ‘Is entry 

fair?’ 

The rich young man although wealthy, was conscious that there was 

more to life, and so he asked Jesus: “What good thing do I need to do 

to get eternal life?” Jesus told him that he needed to follow the 

commandments that God had given his people - to live rightly with 

Him and others. When the rich young man replied that he had done 

this, Jesus then said, “You need to enter into a contract of the heart 
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with God.” ie you can’t earn your own salvation, through works or 

even by following God’s law to the letter. Salvation is through God’s 

grace alone. You need to give yourself wholly to God and to follow 

him. This is a matter of the heart. This is true worship.  

This puzzled Peter and he said to Jesus, “Yes, but that’s what we 

have done when we left our homes and jobs to follow you... what’s 

in it for us?” His question was one of fairness.  Jesus replied 

encouragingly, by saying to the disciples that they would be rewarded 

for their love and sacrifice ... they would gain far more than they had 

lost, when they are in heaven... however God’s sense of fairness is 

‘upside down’ to worldly values. His actions are based on grace. His 

grace extends unequivocally to all, regardless of how long we have 

known Him and how hard we have served. The parable of the 

vineyard was intended to show the principles on which God receives 

people into his kingdom.  God cares so much about the late comers 

that he actively goes out to find them. He cares about them as much 

as those who have served him all their lives. God searches longingly 

for each one of us.  

How do you and I interpret the vineyard story? In the parable we 

have the owner (God) and the workers (those who come to know 

salvation and then serve God). The workers enter into an agreed 

contract with the owner.  At the end of the day they are stunned to 

find that those who have only worked the last hour, receive the same 

payment as they who have worked all day in the searing heat. 

The farm workers did agree to the wage initially – did they not think 

it suitable payment?  Presumably they wouldn’t have entered into the 

contract if it wasn’t fair. The owner of the vineyard - God, had 
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fulfilled the agreed contract. They were paid the right amount for a 

day’s work in full. In a sense they had nothing to complain about.  

By today’s standards, we would probably agree with these 

complainants. We would see a disparity of payment between those 

who have worked all day and those for only the last hour. In worldly 

terms this doesn’t seem fair. We who had worked longer, would be 

off to the industrial commission to plead our case! 

The parable raises a few questions. Does God love the one who has 

worked longer any less? No. Does He show greater affection for the 

one who has worked shorter hours? No. Is God fair? We need to 

change our thinking in line with God’s. Entry into his kingdom is not 

based on rewards, status, deeds or any form of self-effort. Salvation 

flows freely from a God whose nature and character is generous. God 

is no one’s debtor. God looks from the viewpoint of eternity and his 

salvation plan is for all. Salvation is based on His love, not our effort, 

and is not constrained by time.  

Michael Green says: “The point of the story is plain. Length of 

service and long hours of toil in the heat of the day constitute no 

claim on God and provide no reason why he should not be generous 

to those who have done less. All human merit shrivels before His 

burning, self-giving love. Grace, amazing grace, is the burden of this 

story”. We are all equally undeserving of this unmerited salvation. It 

is given by a God whose generosity is unfathomable.   

When we understand that God’s grace to us is undeserved, unable to 

be earned and our salvation of great cost to Him, we begin to 

understand the enormity of His generous love.   
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The moment when we open our lives to God’s Spirit must bring 

incalculable joy to Him, but we need to also remember, on the time 

line of eternity, it is a blip on the radar of His salvation plan. His plan 

is for the salvation of the whole of creation. So, it is not for us to be 

arbitrators on the way, or even of the timing, in which He works in 

the lives of others.  

How have we responded to the unexpected love that has sought us out 

and accepted us? Is our response similar to the rich young man, to 

Peter or perhaps the late worker in the vineyard?  Is it a wholehearted 

response of love? Is it a love that gives no thought to loss, rewards or 

comparisons to others? This is the attitude that brings joy to the heart 

of God, the great lover. * (The Message of Matthew - Michael Green) 

This parable is about God’s character and gift of life to us. God’s 

offer of salvation, is open to all and He invites us to help him with the 

harvesting. It reminds me of the song we have sung in church so 

often: “Freely, freely you have received, freely, freely give, go in 

my name and because you believe, others will know that I live.” 

 

Collect 
 
Loving and righteous God, 

your boundless generosity exceeds all that we can desire or deserve, 

and you give to the last worker all you promised to the first: 

liberate us from all jealousy and greed, 

that we may be free to love and serve others, 

and in your service may find our true reward; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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By grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift 
of God. Ephesians 2.8–9 
 

 

NOTICES 
Christmas Bowl 

Donations are being accepted for Christmas Bowl this year. The best way 

to send donations would be direct deposit, with reference as “Christmas 

Bowl” so we know to mark it suitably. If you need the bank details again, 

please contact us.  

 

Church Online 

Perhaps you are missing live church on a Sunday morning and would like 

to tap into a church service being streamed via the internet? If so, click on 

the following link to see which Anglican Churches are live streaming or 

recording services. https://www.graftondiocese.org.au/ministry/ministry-

resources/online-church/ 

 

Cathedral Livestream Service   

Impressive, professional-quality live-streaming equipment 

has just been installed in Grafton Cathedral – so you might 

like to check out the new look Sunday service being 

livestreamed each Sunday at 9 am.  Go to:  

https://www.graftoncathedral.org.au/virtual-cathedral 

 

 

The next Home Supplement 
Sunday 27th Sept – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost.  

Keep an eye on your email on Thursday. 

https://www.graftondiocese.org.au/ministry/ministry-resources/online-church/
https://www.graftondiocese.org.au/ministry/ministry-resources/online-church/
https://www.graftoncathedral.org.au/virtual-cathedral?fbclid=IwAR0DcCfEhb2MKJ-aDtlLm9xN6PuhM8LADOF0aJUg6jTOkBkJ6D3RTdi-GkU

