
PARISH NEWSLETTER & HOME WORSHIP SUPPLEMENT 
Last Sunday after Pentecost, 22nd November 2020 

Dear Parishioners,  

Today we celebrate Christ 

the King!  This day marks 

the end of the series of 

Sundays after Pentecost. 

Next week we enter the first 

Sunday of Advent as we 

prepare to celebrate Jesus’ 

first coming, born as a child on that first Christmas, and look to the 

promised second coming of our King.   

In the Gospel passage, Jesus tells us that when he does return, those 

who do not recognise him as King will be separated from those who 

are his true followers – the goats separated from the sheep. Christ is 

our King – he is also our loving and compassionate shepherd who 

protects and cares for us. 

The prophet Ezekiel tells us that all the scattered sheep will be joined 

together.  And in the Psalm, we the sheep of God’s pasture praise him.     

 

Parish Restructure 

Last week we looked at the difference between a Community Minister, 

and a Licensed Lay Minister.  Today, I want to examine the concept of 

Pioneer Ministry.  

I prefer to speak of pioneer ministry rather than ‘pioneer minister’ 

because whilst Model 1 includes the possible inclusion of a Pioneer 

Minister/s on the team, this style of ministry is really something that 

many of us could potentially do without a title.   

To understand what pioneer ministry is, we must first understand what 

it is not! 
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Pioneer ministry is not like the way that we have done ‘outreach’, or 

evangelism, in the past.  It is not going out from the church with some 

evangelism program or big event with an intention of converting 

people and bringing them back into the Sunday church service.   

Rather than ‘church’ being a destination following an evangelism 

campaign, or an institution with members, pioneering ministry sees 

church as being a community (within the wider community) engaged 

with God’s mission.  It requires us to find out where people are already 

gathering and what they are already doing and seeking to go and join 

in with them. (It’s asking, “Can I come and play with you?” rather than 

trying to bring them in to join us (and volunteer on our church rosters).   

Over time, having built trust and acceptance in the community group, 

a person engaged in pioneer ministry might then introduce something 

of a Christian nature to the group or individuals.  Examples might be 

asking if it’s okay to pray about a particular concern or problem that 

someone is having, inviting people to a spirituality discussion group, 

finding appropriate opportunities to talk about Jesus and his love and 

acceptance for all people, etc.  

Pioneer ministry broadly aims to focus on and connect with people 

outside the church in order to form disciples and create new 

Christian communities. It may meet wherever people are already 

gathering, it may meet in a home, it may meet online, it may meet on 

bushwalks, or on the river. Some people who become part of the new 

Christian community may eventually even choose to come and join 

with the traditional Sunday worshippers or the Wednesday bible study. 

A Pioneer Minister is someone who is led by the Holy Spirit to love 

and provide pastoral care to a particular group in the community. They 

often minister to people who don’t belong or are overlooked.  They 

look for people who are open and searching. They look for new, 

imaginative and exciting ways to engage with people who otherwise 
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wouldn't have the chance to explore faith and spirituality.  

Importantly, they are people who reflect the life and work of Jesus. 

A pioneer minister may be brought in, but often they grow up where 

the pioneering ministry is unfolding.  They are usually Lay (but may 

be Ordained or Lay) and are licensed for a particular ministry outside 

the church. However, they are not necessarily identified within the 

wider community as a minister. 

Whilst the pioneer minister works independently outside the church, it 

is important that they are supported in their ministry by those who 

gather in the pews.  Ideally, they are supported by a missional team 

that shares the vision and are prepared to pray and help bring the vision 

and dream to reality. 

Can we engage in Pioneer Ministry? 

We currently have an excellent opportunity for pioneering ministry 

through our partnership with the Art House at Stuarts Point.  Young 

mothers and children gather in All Saints for Art House organised 

activities.  Through our support of the Art House for the benefit of 

the community and their children, we are developing greater 

rapport and kudos in the community.  

A pioneer minister would seek to join in with the Art House 

activities and develop the relationships, trust and opportunities to 

subtly introduce aspects of being a disciple of Christ.  An ideal 

person to be a pioneer minister in this context would be a young 

woman (preferably with a child) who has a passion for the arts and 

for networking with people to share and develop this passion.  They 

would also have a strong desire to share Jesus’ love with others. 

I am seeking ways to engage with Art House activities.  Next year, 

I am hoping to be able to run an 8 part study on the Uluru Statement 

From the Heart (produced by ABM) as an Art House activity.  We 

are also investigating possibilities of offering a Craft Group (such 
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as Linda runs in Macksville), a spirituality discussion group (e.g. 

coffee and film discussion group), a positive parenting course, and 

welfare support backed by Anglicare North Coast – all as part of 

the Art House program. 

Will we be seeking to bring in a Pioneer Minister when the Parish 

of Nambucca Valley is formed on 1st January 2021?  Not in the 

short term. But perhaps later; or someone already in the parish may 

be prompted by the Holy Spirit to begin this type of ministry to a 

particular group of people in the community. 

 
Be encouraged, be blessed – God is at work in our Parish! 
Rev Clyde 
 

 
 

Psalm 100 

 
1 O shout to the Lord 

in triumph, all the 

earth: 

serve the Lord 

with gladness, 

and come before his face with songs of joy. 
2 Know that the Lord he is God: 

it is he who has made us and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
3 Come into his gates with thanksgiving, 

and into his courts with praise: 

give thanks to him, and bless his holy name. 
4 For the Lord is good, his loving mercy is for ever: 

his faithfulness throughout all generations. 
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Bible Reading 
 

Please take your bible 

and read: 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Ephesians 1: 15-23, and 

Matthew 25.31-46 

 

 

 

Reflection on the passages, by Sheralee Hardaker 

 

Mathew makes it very clear to us in our Gospel reading today that 

Jesus loves us and disciplines us to be ready & prepared for his 

coming. He gives us every opportunity to “Give our lives to him”; to 

trust in him and to seek his wisdom to guide us in all that we do. 

In all 3 lectionary readings, we have parables to show us, and many 

comparisons to help us in wise decision making to prepare us for 

Jesus’ final judgement. 

Through the prophet Ezekiel, God uses the image of a Shepherd and 

sheep to rebuke the leaders of Israel for their poor leadership. 

All sheep need a good shepherd. A good leader. 

God promises to take over as shepherd of his scattered sheep 

(including us). He has grown many saints to guide us throughout the 

years. Each and every one of us has somebody that has been 

inspirational in our Christian Walk. But there are a lot of his sheep 

that have never known this leadership and have gone astray. So let’s 

see how he intends for us all to have the opportunity by grace to 
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know his love and forgiveness no matter who, or what, we are, so that 

we may be encouraged as all believers to reflect Christ’s love to the 

unbelievers and give them the opportunity to know and make their 

decision to believe or not. 

Sometimes our leaders fail us. But we must not despair. Remember 

God is in control and that he promises to return and care for his flock. 

God never fails us. We do. 

A dear family friend once quoted to me that, “all our scars can be 

turned into stars.” We all sin and fall short. But God does not judge 

us. He welcomes us as repentant sinners. Therefore, no matter what 

the situation in our lives, we can always “turn to God for help”. He is 

still in control and can transform any tragic situation to produce good 

for his kingdom. 

A bad shepherd is not only selfish but also, destructive. We have all 

been given so called “Wise Council” in our lives and later had our 

fingers burnt. This raises unnecessary doubts, teachings, false ideas 

and sinful acts, destroying God’s flock’s spirituality and nourishment. 

Some comparisons used by Ezekiel in reference to the good and bad 

shepherd are: 

Bad Shepherd: 

 Take care of themselves 

 Worry about their own health 

 Rule harshly and brutally 

 Abandon and scatter the 

sheep 

 Keep the best for themselves 

 

Good Shepherd: 

 Take care of their flock 

 Strengthen the weak and 

sick, search for the lost 

 Rule lovingly and gently 

 Gather and protect the sheep 

 Give their best to the sheep. 
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We are encouraged to try to be a good shepherd to all people whom 

we encounter; and not to judge between the Rich or Poor, Master or 

Slave, Male or Female, Wealthy or Homeless etc 

We do not know where or how Jesus can use us in these situations. 

From the popular in the community coming into our church worship 

time – to the drunken found lying outside the church doors. 

How would we welcome these people? Would we embrace them the 

same way? 

Our Psalmist comforts and encourages us in all situations. How do we 

know at times which way to go?  Is it me or is it God’s plan? 

God knows our hearts. We are reassured by the invitation to enter 

joyfully into God’s presence. His faithfulness extends to all. Our 

Generation and these of our families yet to be born. 

We have his reassurance of his grace, love, and being blessed by 

peace as we continue to become more Christ like. 

Paul when writing to the Ephesians gives us good advice on 

thanksgiving and prayer. 

Paul prayed that the Ephesians would know Christ better. Christ is 

our model and the more we know of him, the more we will be like 

him. 

Personal knowledge of Christ will change our life. We need to spend 

more time with him and his word. 

We need to allow his spirit to talk to us, reveal the truth and comfort 

us. None of us are perfect and we stumble; but Christ came to save 

us, to pick us up and encourage us on. 
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Be it grief, loneliness, health issues, etc nothing is too difficult for 

God. He wants us to come to him as little children and share our 

every need - no matter how big or small the issues.  

Personally, over the years I have had many questions and wondered 

where God was! What was he doing? Why me! How will I cope? 

This is not fair! I have been angry and disheartened. After going 

through these dark valleys, I now realise it was God with me all the 

way. The Holy spirit comforted me, and the promises arising from 

Jesus’s death and the cost of the cross were for me. He has never let 

me down! It is people in this world and my own decisions that have 

let me down.  

However, the assurance of eternity in Heaven seeing Christ and the 

faithful who have gone before me, encourages me to help others. 

The hope we have is in the complete assurance of certain victory 

through God. This complete certainty comes to us through the Holy 

Spirit who is working in us. We just need to believe and trust nothing 

is too difficult for God. 

This letter of guidance was not written to us just as an individual but 

to us as a whole church.  Christ is the need, and we are the body. We 

need to pray for wisdom as a church family, especially now as we 

become one parish. We need unity as each member goes about doing 

Christ’s work on Earth - right here in the Nambucca Valley. 

We are advised that we should not attempt to work, serve or worship 

merely on our own. We need the entire body, and we are stronger in 

numbers. 

As we grow and become more Christ like in serving here on earth, we 

can strive to be prepared for the final judgement. 
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The real evidence of our belief is the way we act. To treat all persons, 

we encounter as if they are Jesus is no easy task. What we do for 

others demonstrates what we really think about Jesus’ words to us – 

feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay, look after the sick. 

How well do our actions separate us from pretenders and 

unbelievers? Jesus used sheep and goats - another comparison to 

picture the division between believers and unbelievers. 

This parable descripts acts of mercy we all can do every day. These 

acts do not depend on wealth, ability or intelligence; they are simple 

acts, freely given – freely received. We have no excuse to neglect 

those who have deep needs, and we cannot hand over this 

responsibility to the church or Government. Jesus demands our 

personal involvement in caring for other’s needs. 

In our family we have a saying “For every action there is a reaction” 

As we wait Christ coming let’s act out his love and have the faith and 

reassurance that those we love and pray for will receive our loving 

Christ as their saviour. 

Collect 
 

God of power and love, 

who raised your Son Jesus from death to life, 

resplendent in glory to rule over all creation: 

free the world to rejoice in his peace, 

to glory in his justice, and to live in his love. 

Unite the human race in Jesus Christ your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayers for 22nd November 2020 – Thanks Geoff Minett 
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Theme: Out of Darkness into the light 

 

Christmas Eve:  

All Saints, Stuarts Point, 5pm 

Holy Trinity, Macksville, 11.30pm 

 

Christmas Day: 

Holy Trinity, Macksville, 9.30am 


