
The Home Sunday Worship Supplement 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, 2nd August 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

As I write this, it is such a 

glorious day with a clear blue 

sky after some very welcome 

rain.  We are truly blessed in the 

Nambucca Valley.  I have 

inserted some more photos of 

Linda’s rose garden for you to 

enjoy.  It would be terrific if 

some others were to email me 

some photos from your garden 

for us to enjoy. 

On Monday 3rd Aug at Macksville cemetery I will be conducting a 

funeral for Doreen Irvine nee Donnelly. Doreen volunteered in 

various Op Shops – I’m not sure if ours was one?  Her father was 

Arthur Donnelly who was much involved in the Macksville 

community. 

Please pray for more volunteers to be 

found for SRE teaching in the schools.  

We have not yet recommenced SRE 

teaching in Macksville Public or Scotts 

Head Public for various reasons, one of 

which is that some of our teachers are no 

longer available. These are difficult times 

for SRE and we are approaching a crisis in 

being able to continue with SRE in our 

schools. It will be a sad day if the 

children no longer have an opportunity 

to hear about Jesus and his love for them. 

Rev Clyde  
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Psalm 17:1-7, 16 
 

1 Hear my just cause, O Lord, give heed to my cry: 

listen to my prayer, that comes from no lying lips. 
2 Let judgement for me come forth from your presence: 

and let your eyes discern the right. 
3 Though you search my heart, 

and visit me in the night-time: 

though you try me by fire, 

you will find no wickedness in me. 
4 My mouth does not transgress, like the mouth of others: 

for I have kept the word of your lips. 
5 My steps have held firm in the way of your commands: 

and my feet have not stumbled from your paths. 
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will 

surely answer: 

incline your ear to me, and hear 

my words. 
7 Show me the wonders of your 

steadfast love, 

O saviour of those who come to 

you for refuge: 

who by your right hand deliver 

them 

from those that rise up against 

them. 
16 And I also shall see your face, 

because my cause is just: 

when I awake and see you as you 

are, I shall be satisfied. 
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Matthew 14:13-21 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat 

privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed 

him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a 

large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed those who 

were ill. 15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him 

and said, ‘This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. 

Send the crowds away, so that they can go to the villages and 

buy themselves some food.’ 16 Jesus replied, ‘They do not need 

to go away. You give them something to eat.’ 17 ‘We have here 

only five loaves of bread and two fish,’ they answered. 18 ‘Bring 

them here to me,’ he said. 19 And he told the people to sit down 

on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking 

up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave 

them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples 

picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 

over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 
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Reflection on Matthew 14:13-21 
From Rev Clyde 

 

When I said to you some months ago that I believe that we are at 

the start of a new era, little did I know what a different world we 

might find ourselves in. COVID-19 has changed the way we do 

church and some of these changes may well carry on into the 

future even after a vaccine is found. 

But not just this!  Last week, I informed you of the momentous 

decision from Bishop in Council that the two parishes of 

Macksville and Nambucca Heads will be combined, the parish 

boundaries will be re-drawn to form the new and larger Parish of 

Nambucca Valley. 

History is about to be made and you and I are part of it. But we 

are not just interested onlookers - we are God’s people who are 

the ones to do it.  How do you feel – up to the task?  

I suspect that few of us will be feeling up to the task.  We will be 

thinking about our age and the accompanying physical 

limitations.  But the Gospel passage for today gives us much 

encouragement. 

When Jesus challenged the disciples with the task of feeding the 

5,000 men (plus the women and children) their response was to 

see only what they lacked (v.17). 
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But rather than accept their defeat, Jesus asks them, what they 

have.  There is a valuable lesson in this for us.  But first let us go 

back and set the scene. 

Jesus had heard about his cousin John’s murder by order of 

Herod Antipas.  His response was understandably a desire to 

withdraw to a deserted place by himself.  He wanted to be alone 

for a while – but the needs of the broken world intruded upon his 

solitude.  The crowds found out where he was and flocked to 

him. 

Jesus had compassion upon the people and turned from his own 

need to meet theirs.  He healed the sick that came to him.  And 

then, as dusk began to fall, Jesus wanted to feed the hungry 

people.  As we read on, we see Jesus carry out a quiet miracle by 

which he fed them all. 

Now, let us return to the lesson that we can draw from this 

incident. 

The task that Jesus gave to his disciples seemed insurmountable: 

Jesus said to them, "…  you give them something to eat (v.16).  

But there is no food in sight!  John’s gospel tells us that even if 

there were, there was also the problem of finances.  Philip said, 

“Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one 

to have a bite!” (John 6:7) The disciples were perplexed.   

Then a small boy offered up 5 loaves and 2 fish.  How can they 

possibly feed 5,000 people on so little?  How ridiculously 
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inadequate!  And yet from this small, clearly inadequate, 

offering, Jesus produced a miraculous abundance.  

I find it enlightening that he did this using the humble offering 

from a child – one of those that were not even worthy to be 

included in the count of the number present (women and 

children were not included).  In divine humility, God uses us – 

even the least of us, even those who have so little to offer. 

The Jews present that day saw in this miracle of feeding a 

connection between the feeding of their forbears in the desert 

with the manna from heaven (Deuteronomy 18:15).  They were 

expecting that ‘food in the desert would characterize the days of 

the Messiah.’  Jesus became the fulfillment of this expectation, 

leading to their response, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to 

come into the world.” (John 6:14)   

However, they didn’t see that the sign was pointing to the Son of 

God and the food for eternal life that he gives.  The ‘feeding of 

the 5,000’ is a foreshadowing of the Last Supper. After Jesus 

had received the 5 loaves and 2 fish, he ‘looked up to heaven, 

and blessed and broke the loaves, (v.19).  These words are 

familiar to us from the accounts of the Last Supper. (Matt 26:26; 

1 Cor 11:23) Jesus has also said “I am the bread of life”, 

indicating that he is able to feed us spiritually through his body 

that we receive in faith at the meal of the Eucharist.    

So, in the account of the feeding of the 5,000 we have a 

comparison between the very little that we have to offer to God, 
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and the abundance with which he blesses us.  Even the smallest 

thing like faithful prayer, or a smile, or a word of encouragement 

offered to another can be used by God to achieve great things.  

We are encouraged as we play our part in the historical 

formation of the Parish of Nambucca Valley not to be 

disheartened by the very little that we may be able to offer or do.  

God just wants us to offer whatever we can, and trust God to 

multiply it. He receives our modest gift, and in return he will 

bless us abundantly.   

What do you have?  What can you offer? 
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Collect 
O God, 

with whom we wrestle until the break of day: 

make us long to seek your face  

beyond the limits of our strength, 

that in our wounds we may remember you, 

and in your blessing we may find ourselves; 

through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth. He fulfils the 

desire of all that fear him, hears their cry, and saves them. 

Psalm 145.18–19 
 

 
 

The next Home Supplement 
Will be Sunday 9th August – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost.  

Keep an eye on your email on Thursday. 


