
Wednesday Home Study, 27th May 2020 

 
Read John 20:19-23, Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 

you." 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22 

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  

NRSV 

 

As Christians, we are part of a 

community that participates in the Spirit 

in the common mission to bring salvation 

to the world.  In community, we 

encounter Jesus and grow in our love of 

him through our fellowship. 

 

The passage is set in the evening of 

Easter Day.  Jesus has been resurrected, 

but the disciples are still struggling with 

the reality and conviction of this amazing 

revelation.  They have gathered in a 

room, probably for mutual support.  They 

are fearful! Verse 19 tells us that they 

were ‘locked-down’ because of fear.   

 

1. Can we relate to this a little in our current situation of self-

isolating in our homes?  For the disciples it was fear of the Jews.  

For us, it is fear of the COVID-19 virus.  What similarities do 

you see in these two situations of ‘lock-down’? 
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Then suddenly, Jesus was there!  He was standing among them. 

 

2. How would you have felt if you had been one of the gathered 

community? 

 

3. How would you have felt if you were Peter or one of the other 

disciples who had run away and denied him the previous Friday? 

 

But Jesus ‘came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.’ (v.19b-20a) 

 

4. Why do you think that Jesus greeted them in this way? 

 

Perhaps the disciples thought they were seeing a ghost.  Perhaps some 

of them were also fearful of the rebuke and censure that they must 

surely have felt Jesus would bring against them.  But instead, Jesus put 

them at their ease with his words of greeting and assured them that he 

was not a ghost. 

 

In verse 21, Jesus again repeated his greeting, “Peace be with you”.  

“Peace be with you”, or in Hebrew, ‘Shalom’, was the normal Hebrew 

greeting.  For example, in Daniel 10 we read about Daniel’s vision of a 

resplendent messenger from God who spoke to him and said, ‘O man 

greatly beloved, fear not, peace be with you’ (v19a, RSV) 

Shalom means much more than simply being free of stress (which is the 

way most people think 

of peace today).  

Shalom has to do with 

wellbeing – it gathers 

up all the blessings of 

the kingdom of God.  It 

is to have life in its full 

sense as a beloved 

child of God.  
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The significance of Jesus bestowing Shalom upon his disciples (and the 

world) on Easter Eve is great.  It was his reconciling death and 

resurrection that brought the kingdom of God into realization, making 

shalom truly available.  God offers us “Grace and Peace”! 

 

5. What are the major lessons that we may learn here about faith? 

(The verses following today’s passage: vv. 24-29 record 

Thomas’ doubt, adding further to our lessons on faith.) 

 

6. How have you experienced ‘Shalom’ in your life? 

 

Then Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  Jesus 

passes his mission on to his disciples. Read also John 17:18.   

 

7. What is the mission for which Jesus is sending the disciples? 

What thoughts and questions would go through your mind as 

you heard each of the things which Jesus said in vv.22-23? 

 

Read Matthew’s account of the giving of ‘The Great Commission’ to 

the disciples as recorded in Matthew 28:16-20. 

 

Having commissioned the disciples, Jesus then, ‘breathed on them and 

said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.’  

 

8. Why do you think Jesus did this?   

 

Acts 2:1-21 is an account of how the Holy Spirit came upon the 

disciples on the day of Pentecost – 50 days later.  It is thought that 

Jesus’ action was anticipating what was to happen at Pentecost.   

 

9. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the mission, passed from 

these disciples to you and me, of making disciples?  

 

10. What is our role in this mission? 
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Verse 23 indicates that our role involves forgiving (remitting, as in 

KJV) or withholding forgiveness (retaining, as in KJV) of sin - a 

‘loosing’ and ‘binding’. 

 

This loosing and binding are the outcome of the preaching of the gospel 

in the world when we go out and speak in the name and authority of the 

risen Lord, Jesus.  The preaching of the gospel brings people to either 

repent of their sin, thereby receiving forgiveness, or be unresponsive 

and left in their sin. 

 

 

 

Take some time to meditate on the deeper meaning of ‘grace and peace’ 

- ‘Shalom’.   

 

Then in prayer thank God for offering you “grace and peace”. 

 

Grace & Peace 
Rev Clyde 

 


